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One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1)

Mary Reed

Byzantium, capitol of the sixth century Roman Empire, simmers a wealthy stew of creeds,
cultures, and electorate with a sprinkling of cutthroats and crimes. John the Eunuch, Emperor
Justinian's Lord Chamberlain, orders a Christian court docket whereas himself watching the
rites of Mithra. Thomas, a knight from Britain, Ahasuerus, a soothsayer, and women from Crete
fire up occasions and previous stories for John, who needs to ask how the viewers hyperlink to
the dying of Leukos, Keeper of the Plate. An Egyptian brothel keeper and a Christian stylite
understand greater than they're telling....In due course, John will get his guy - and a love
scene....

John is a fictional modern of the ancient Narses, the recognized eunuch normal of Justinian
who, as in brief pointed out within the book, quelled riots in Constantinople. (191) within the
novel, John is expounded to have recovered a meant relic of the real go in this riot. (79) He
serves as Emperor Justinian's Lord Chamberlain. John, however, isn't a Christian. He follows
Mithraism, a pagan faith nonetheless grudgingly tolerated within the Christian Byzantine empire.
He speaks Egyptian and Greek. (129)He is observant, making him an exceptional detective. As
he acknowledges: "Small information are crucial in court docket ceremony, are One for Sorrow
(John the Eunuch #1) they not, and i've needed to domesticate a willing eye." (288) a part of his
activity as Lord Chamberlain is to domesticate a divine mystique concerning the emperor.
(64)John's former lifestyles ended while he strayed from his domestic to try to shop for silk at
the black industry and used to be kidnapped and castrated completely. (87) In John's words:
"The anguish is indescribable. sooner or later the plug is removed. If the therapeutic is such that
you're in a position to void, you need to proceed to live, as top you can. If not, then you
definitely die, mercifully, yet within the so much bad torment.” (89) "Remember, while | arrived
during this urban i used One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) to be a slave, in addition to a
eunuch," he says. (100) He grew to become unfastened and received a palace job, then grew to
become Lord Chamberlain, and has a more youthful servant of his own, Peter. (84) associates
are continuously reminding him that he can't take pleasure in sexual pleasures after which
instantly apologizing for his or her comments. John One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) faces
this with equanimity, seeming to discover it neither humorous nor enraging. while provided with
the Bible verse of "those who make themselves eunuchs to higher serve Heaven," John replies:
"One does not serve by way of refraining from that which he can't attempt. And my situation isn't
really of choice, i will guarantee you." (85) while he's reunited along with his long-lost lover
Cornelia, she slaps him, yet ultimately, he makes like to her again. One for Sorrow (John the
Eunuch #1) (70, 238) He additionally discovers that he's a father to a lady who was once born
after his abduction. "Struggling along with his emotions, John learned he used to be no One for
Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) longer what he notion he was. 1/2 his being, his id as a man,
have been wrenched clear of him and twisted round after which ward off into his dazed grasp,
all within the house of the second one it took for Cornelia to claim words. ‘'Like you.' Europa was
once his daughter.” (73)Metaphorical references to his -- very likely accidental at the a part of
the authors -- contain his perform of sporting a hid dagger that he's occasionally anticipated to
surrender, specially within the emperor's presence. (29, 53, 80) On one other occasion, he



observes that his buddy has a broken One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) finger that he's
much less prone to bring up with the opposite fingers. (104) there's foreshadowing that Hektor,
an enticing younger web page who serves Justinian, should be castrated to stay in palace
service. (146)John doesn't recognize emotions of bitterness or anger approximately his
castration. He tells his former lover: "Don't consider sorry for me, Cornelia. what percentage die
sooner than they ever succeed in manhood? what One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1)
number extra are sick taken care of or starved of love by way of these they desire?" (236)
Instead, he seeks vengeance One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) for his good friend Leukos's
death. He tells One for Sorrow (John the Eunuch #1) Anatolius that "I consider that if i do not
carry his assassin to justice, it [this black creature inside of me] will gnaw at me for the
remainder of my life." (188) whilst his former lover and daughter are kidnapped, he resolves to
save lots of them, too. (275) However, within the final line of the book, he admits his desire of
the powers rumored to be inside the Holy Grail: "Mithra forgive him, yet did there dwell in
Constantinople any guy who had extra want of this type of robust heal-all than he?" (292)Mary
Reed and Eric Mayer. One for Sorrow: A John the Eunuch Mystery. Scottsdale, Ariz.: Poisoned
Pen Press, 1999.
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